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LOGLINE
The story of Canadian musician, Kathryn Calder (of The New Pornographers), and her mother’s battle with ALS.
SHORT SYNOPSIS

The moving story of Canadian musician, Kathryn Calder (of The New Pornographers), and her mother's battle with ALS. Blending interviews, animation and live music to bring together a remarkable story of love and commitment in the face of incurable disease.

LONG SYNOPSIS
In 2007, musician Kathryn Calder (of The New Pornographers) is touring the world with one of Canada’s biggest indie rock bands when her family receives devastating news: her mother, Lynn, has two to three years left to live. She has ALS.

Kathryn learns that ALS is a progressive, paralyzing disease, with no treatment or cure. A terminal illness requiring full time care. She consequently decides to return to her childhood home, committed to being her mom’s primary caregiver through the final months of her life.

The foundation of Lynn and Kathryn’s bond goes beyond mother and daughter—they share a love of music. Lynn, a former piano teacher, has always dreamed of seeing her daughter in the spotlight, singing her own songs. Inspired to make something beautiful amidst the grief and trauma of this long, painful goodbye, Kathryn transforms the living room of their house into a studio. With her mother in bed just down the hall and her condition worsening every day, Kathryn will fill the house with music and make a record—her first solo album—a parting gift for her biggest fan. 

A Matter of Time is a heart-breaking yet hopeful documentary that examines the power of love and music, and the inspiration, salvation, and possibility that occurs when these two forces intersect with the most challenging moment in a young musician’s life.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
By Casey Cohen
The best stories have a way of finding you. When I first read about Kathryn Calder’s story I immediately knew that I wanted to turn it into a film. I didn’t know how I was going to make it or how it was going to be financed; I didn’t even know whether Kathryn wanted such a thing to be made. But I was about to find out.

All of this began 5 years ago, when I first pitched the film idea to Kathryn. I agonised for weeks, whilst waiting to hear back from her with a decision. I couldn’t sleep… I couldn’t think of anything else. I had the clearest vision for this film and I just couldn’t bear the thought that she might say no.
Finally, she replied:

“I think I'm ready to do something like this. Particularly since I have had a few years now to deal with the loss of my mom, I could probably talk about it - not in the context of an album (which is what I have been doing), but in the context of the disease and my experience, which is very different.  

Sorry for the delay, there was some soul searching going on. But I'm ready to commit! Let's do it.”

From that point on, this story belonged to me. I was entrusted with it. I was responsible for making it and bound by a promise. I brought the story to my co-producer, Matt Stotland, who was equally enthused, so we assembled a small team. With Kathryn as our ally we would work together towards a common goal, which was to make a beautiful film that raises awareness for ALS – the most devastating disease imaginable.

I believe that a documentary should always have a clear purpose. It should have a good reason for being made, whether that’s to examine an important question or to tell a story that people can learn from. A MATTER OF TIME is a story about family. One of the main themes, as the title implies, is the notion of destiny. Where have we come from, what’s in our future and why are we here?

Was Kathryn destined to become a musician and was it inevitable that the forces of the universe would lead her to find her long lost uncle, Carl Newman (lead singer of The New Pornographers)? 

Kathryn’s purpose was to take care of her dying mother and to record an album in time for her to hear it. Inspired by this experience, she would use her imagination to make music that transforms a grim reality into a colourful fantasy and this became a beautiful, lasting memory. 

This is what we attempted to capture in A MATTER OF TIME.
DIRECTOR | CASEY COHEN

Casey is the co-founder of the Yellow Bird Project (YBP); a philanthropic organization that collaborates with indie bands to raise money for various charities. After conceiving the idea for this film in 2011, Casey proceeded to write, direct and produce this documentary as his ambitious first feature. He has professional training from the Raindance Film Festival organization, having received a Producer’s Foundation Certificate and a Documentary Foundation Certificate. He also holds a Screenwriting Certificate from the London Film Academy. Casey is currently writing and producing his next film project – a short animation featuring the voices of Brian Cox (X-Men 2, Troy, Braveheart), Karl Markovics (The Counterfeiters, The Grand Budapest Hotel) and Richard E. Grant (Withnail and I).
PRODUCERS | CASEY COHEN & MATTHEW STOTLAND
Casey Cohen and Matthew Stotland co-founded the Yellow Bird Project (YBP) – a creative enterprise that’s been collaborating with indie bands to raise money for various charity since 2006. They’ve worked with over 50 bands, including Andrew Bird, Bloc Party, Bon Iver, The National, The Shins and more, to design exclusive t-shirts to raise money for charity. They’ve published 4 books – most notably, The Indie Rock Coloring Book and The Indie Rock Poster Book (both via Chronicle Books) and released a covers compilation album, GOOD PEOPLE ROCK. They also produced a number of live video concept sessions, including one with Yann Tiersen, who composed the soundtrack to Amelie. 
www.yellowbirdproject.com
EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS | MUSE ENTERTAINMENT

Executive Producers Michael Prupas (Tut, The Kennedys) and Jonas Prupas (A Wish Come True, Holidaze) of Muse Entertainment, a film and TV production company founded in 1998, recognized across North America and internationally as a major producer of well-crafted, high-quality film and television productions with strong international appeal. Many of their television productions, i.e. Bomb Girls, The Kennedys, Being Human, have garnered critical acclaim and large audiences – as well over 100 international awards and over 300 award nominations. 

www.muse.ca
EDITOR | ALEC MATHEWSON 

Alec Mathewson is a film and TV editor from Montreal with over 12 years’ experience making documentary films. His work has screened at various festivals and aired on networks around the world including the CBC, Discovery Health, History Channel, IFC, Syfy, and the Documentary Channel. Alec also works behind the camera and when time permits he is experimenting with video as a medium for sculptures and art installations. His curiosity and passion for telling stories no matter what the platform is, and his experience at all levels of production, has helped him secure lasting relationships with the writers, directors, and other film-makers he works with.
www.alecmathewson.net
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CINEMATOGRAPHY | JOSH HUCULIAK & JOE SCHWEERS

Josh Huculiak & Joe Schweers are cousins that work as a film-making team, under the guise of their BC based production company, the Amazing Factory. Together, they have has produced beautiful work spanning from music videos to high profile corporate projects and documentaries. Within the last year, the Amazing Factory has produced over 20 music videos and most recently, their own feature film, “Violent”, which was filmed entirely on location in Norway and premiered at the Cannes Film Festival. (Trailer here: http://www.violentfilm.com/). Joe also served as one of the principle cinematographers on the award winning Midway Islands documentary, which premiered at TIFF.

www.amazingfactory.com
SOUND DIRECTOR | JOHN DIEMER

John is an award winning Location Sound Mixer, Sound Designer, and Owner/Operator of The Farmhouse Creative Labs in Toronto. Having the skills to oversee projects all the way from production to post gives John a unique and creative edge on all of the projects he is a part of. Some of his recent credits include Top Chef (Food Network), The Amazing Race (CTV), and Vikings (History). 
www.johndiemer.com
MUSIC | KATHRYN CALDER 
Kathryn Calder is one of those artists who belies her age. She began her professional music career as a teenager, and by the time that most people are just stepping into their first independent record store, she had recorded 2 EPS and 4 CDs with the Victoria based Immaculate Machine and toured the world and recorded three albums as the newest member of The New Pornographers.

Recorded at her mother’s house in Victoria BC, her debut solo album ‘Are you my Mother?’ was one of 2010’s most innovative releases. It is a deeply personal record that was largely born through two years of Kathryn caring for her terminally ill mother. Yet the songs on the album are universal in their tone because the record relates to so many facets of all our lives. It’s not a eulogy, but rather a statement that life is a mixed bag, and that without losing things you would never know to cherish them. Yes, there are songs of loss, yet there are also songs of love, friendship and whimsy. It is a beguiling album that – because of the wisdom and experience communicated by her voice – gives the illusion of being written by someone in the twilight of their years, while at the same time it expresses the excitement and wonder of a young woman who is just finding her own voice. When you listen to ‘Are You My Mother’, you will hear a moment in time and all of the feelings that were contained in it.

Kathryn Calder doesn’t like to let the grass grow under her feet for too long. Since releasing her debut album in 2010, she has released two follow up solo records as well as featuring in this documentary. She also contributed to the film-making process by writing and recording an original ambient soundtrack for the film.


" 
www.kathryncalder.ca
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CREDITS

Director: Casey Cohen
Producers: Casey Cohen, Matthew Stotland
Cinematography: Josh Huculiak
Additional Photography: Joe Schweers, Joe Baron
Film Editor: Alec Mathewson
Original Score: Kathryn Calder
Sound Director: John Diemer
Animation Director: Darren Pasemko
Associate Producer: Jonathan E Gold
Executive Producers: Michael Prupas, Jonas Prupas
PRODUCTION COMPANY
Yellow Bird Project
Montreal, Quebec
www.amatteroftimedoc.com 
